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            The journey begins as the Diamond Princess departs Vancouver for Alaska.
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            First things first. Head to the buffet.
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            Our first day at sea allows us glimpses of our first whales. Later everyone dresses up for our first formal night.
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            The first stop of the cruise is Ketchikan. Marvin, Anona, Shaina, Junior and Kelly take the First City Deluxe Tour of Ketchikan. The bus tour visits the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center, Totem Heritage Center, Saxman Native Village and the Deer Mountain Tribal Hatchery and Eagle Center.
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            Deer Mountain Tribal Hatchery & Eagle Center
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            Juneau presents typical Alaska weather for this time of year - rainy & foggy. The overcast weather prevents us from taking the scenic tram car ride to the summit. Everyone goes on the Whale Watching & Wildlife Quest.
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            Close encounter as the humpback whale comes within 20 feet of our boat
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            The weather completely clears up for our stop in Skagway. Laurie does the Chilkoot Trail Hike & Float Adventure, a 2 mile hike followed by a raft ride down the Taiya River. Marvin, Anona, Shaina, Junior and Kelly take part in the Historical Tour & Liarsville Salmon Bake, a visit to an authentic gold rush era trail camp and a delicious salmon meal. 
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            The road from Skagway to Dyea
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            The ship next takes a scenic cruise of picturesque Glacier Bay as we become enraptured by melting ice. In the evening we dress up for the second formal night.
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            Second Formal Night (the gals)
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            Our final day takes us to College Fjord. All of the glaciers in College Fjord are named after east coast ivy league colleges. The most recognizable (and only one I could identify) is Harvard Glacier.
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            After dinner photo in front of Harvard Glacier
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            As we disembark the Diamond Princess in Whittier, we board the Denali Express and head for Denali National Park. Due to the excellent weather we had clear views of the usually clouded over Mt. McKinley for nearly the entire 295 mile trip. We also spotted two black bear cubs wandering near the train tracks before arriving at our destination of Denali Princess Wilderness Lodge.
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            Mt. McKinley  visible from nearly 200 miles away


          

        

        
          
          

        

        
          
          

        

        
          
            Closest approach to Mt. McKinley


          

        

        
          
            88


          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          
            [image: IMG_0123.JPG]
          

          

        

        
          
          

        

        
          
            The many faces of the elusive Mt. McKinley (Denali)
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            Our first day in the park we take the Denali Natural History Tour. Our tour allows us to see many of the flora and fauna of the park as well as a talk with a native Athabaskan Indian.
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            We spend the morning in Denali National Park by taking a Jet Boat Adventure down the Nenana River, speaking with Alaskan trappers and panning for gold. In the afternoon we transfer to the smaller Denali State Park and Mt. McKinley Princess Wilderness Lodge. We are once again fortunate to have perfectly clear views of Mt. McKinley. 
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            Our jetboat driver's wolf, mink, otter and wolverine pelts


          

        

        
          
            Panning for gold
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            Alaskan Territorial Guard statue looks out toward Denali
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            Histories of the Army, Marine, Navy & Air Force in Alaska
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            Mt. McKinley Princess Wilderness Lodge


          

        

        
          
          

        

        
          
            Closest point to Mt. McKinley from the George Parks Highway 


          

        

        
          
            Only 35 miles away from the summit
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            For our last day in Denali State Park Marvin, Anona, Shaina and Laurie take a guided nature walk. Later everyone travels to nearby Talkeetna, inspiration for the CBS television show Northern Exposure and where many of the episodes were written. Talkeetna is also a staging point for climbers wishing to climb Mt. McKinley. We later take our final train ride to Anchorage to end our trip at the Hilton Anchorage Hotel.
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            The Mt. McKinley Princess Wilderness Lodge in the distance
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            The ubiquitous Alaskan Fireweed


          

        

        
          
            The typical view of Mt. McKinley 
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            Downtown Anchorage as seen from the Hilton Anchorage Hotel


          

        

        
          
            A Polar bear, Kodiak bear and Shaina bear


            (Hilton Anchorage Hotel lobby)


          

        

        
          
            121


          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          
            [image: Blurb logo]
          

        

        
      

    

  
    
      
        
        
      

    

  
    
      
        
        
          
            Witness the beauty of Alaska in this photo-journal of the 49th US state. Join Marvin, Anona, Shaina, Junior, Kelly & Laurie on Princess Cruises 12-day Heart of Alaska land and sea tour. The journey takes them to Vancouver, Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay, College Fjord, Whittier, Denali National Park, Denali State Park, Talkeetna and Anchorage. 
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